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PRESS RELEASE

“We will soon lose our awareness of existing in an autonomous way, we must merge with the 
landscape and become a part of an element of nature”. John Muir, Fifteen hundred kilometers by 
foot through deep America: 1867-1869.

On the occasion of her first solo show at Lefebvre & Fils Gallery, Ulrika Strömbäck, a Swedish 
artist based in New York, leads us through a cartography of the world as she sees it.

First artist to take part in the residency program with Lefebvre & Fils Gallery in Versailles, she 
wandered through the streets, gardens and inside buildings with this idea of a direct relationship 
between city and nature.

During her walks, she created marking on ten centimeters ceramic squares, marking which 
became a sort of recording of an intimate journal of wanderings. On the back of each one there is 
a title, date, longitude and latitude of where it was taken : all clues that allow us to reconstruct 
every ten centimeters of the path she took both an external and internal journey. Ten centimeters 
to realize what is one close and far from us, ten centimeters to recreate a landscape and show an 
ensemble of observations and sensations.

The development, the progression and the feeling of freedom that they procure, show an intrinsic 
quality  of Ulrika Strömbäckʼs work : the desire to hold of the elusive, to give a unique identity to 
each marking, whilst encompassing them in a total landscape. Therefore, a piece of a manhole, a 
keyhole, a crack, a leaf, all of these things which are seemingly insignificant that we canʼt see, 
become the pieces of a three-dimensional puzzle.
Taken separately, each of these markings must be considered with attention in order to be 
decoded, but seen together in their ensemble, they become an almost photographic report 
documenting a particular space in a given time.

Alongside this dismantled landscape, the artist creates a dialogue between ceramics, for which 
she also uses markings from urban walks. Consequently assembling the different moulds, she 
leaves the sculpture to have its own journey, she allows a crack or a collapse linked to gravity  and 
inherent entropy linked to their creations. The unfinished and textured aspect reflects this desire to 
freeze a moment in life.
In Side Out is an exhibition, halfway through naturalism and archeology, Ulrika Stömbäck touches, 
explores and catches the personality  of each materials. Sheʼs questioning the possible ability  of 
these materials to sense and she oversteps our blind and obstinate ideology about the concrete 
aspect of things. She shows inside the gallery what finally happens outside just before our eyes.

Shy and reserved artist, graduate of the Royal College of Art and of Central St Martins College in 
London, Ulrika Strömbäck proposes an exhibition where feelings mix together. Paradoxical, sheʼs 
pragmatic in her real motifs present everywhere in our daily life, but she offers a unique, poetic and 
tactile vision for every one of us depending on which part of this fragmented landscape heʼs 
watching.
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135 YEARS OF LEFEBVRE & FILS GALLERY!

Lefebvre & Fils Gallery has a story, a long story. As with all stories, it has a temporality, a setting and 
protagonists each playing their part.

At the beginning it could have been a manʼs shirt shop, of the inventor of the breastplate Mr. Delafosse, 
who was the familyʼs ancestor, however the story  quickly  took a turn when in 1880, Miss Delafosse married 
a merchant of curiosity, Henri Lefebvre. A merchant of curiosity, a mysterious word but which did not 
prevent Henri Lefebvre from setting up in the heart of Bohemian Paris at the end of the 19th Century, on 55 
rue de Chateaudun. A place which pleased the periodʼs clientele, with rare and original objects which 
seduced Marcel Proust, Georges Feydeau and the great industrialists of the time whose collections have 
now become legendary.

To his palette of objects, Henri Lefebvre added a section of expertise in a world that was more and more 
curious but also less and less sure, the Second World War confirmed these worries with six terrible years. 
In 1954, Henri Lefebvreʼs son took over the business and opened an antiques shop, which very  quickly 
specialized in ceramics, on 24 rue du Bac in the 7th arrondissement of Paris. The tradition and the family 
expertise were passed on from generation to generation, to his son Georges in 1968 and then his grandson 
Louis, the galleryʼs current director.

135 years of existence, 135 years of expertise, of profound knowledge of objects, good taste and a good 
eye, of exchanges with museums curators and unbreakable links made with private collectors. Immobilism 
was not one of their value and the members of the Lefebvre family  knew  exactly  how to discover and 
propose very refined objects and works for a cosmopolitan and international clientele.

It is therefore completely  natural that since 2009, Lefebvre & Fils Gallery has started to pose a new 
perspective on ceramics, in particular contemporary ceramics, with the leitmotiv  to show the real 
permanence and the perpetual renewal of this medium. From practical and common objects of the previous 
centuries, today  we have works of art in the real sense of the term. If the gesture continues, the artistic 
scope is completely different. The idea of a container or a domestic object disappears in favour of a 
dialogue between the artist still modeling it and the artistic intention he gives it.

Lefebvre & Fils Gallery  has shown works by  well known contemporary  artists such as Ettore Sottsass, Ron 
Nagle and most recently  Beverly  Semmes, however she also engages in promoting the young artistic scene 
with exhibitions by Brie Ruais, Robin Cameron or Jennie Jieun Lee.

From merchant of curiosity  to discoverer of young artists, there 
is only  one step. Following his familyʼs strong desire to show 
and promote skills both ancestral and allowing the creation of 
unique and complexe works of art, Louis Lefebvre opened last 
september an artistʼs residency in Versailles : The Residency.

Situated in the ancient music pavilion of Madame Elisabeth, 
ʻPrincesse du sangʼ, sister of King Louis XVI, the Residency is 
dedicated to the arts of fire. The artists have a studio at their 
disposal and a stay from 6 weeks to 3 months, each resident 
receiving a solo show at the gallery. It has begun with Ulrika 
Strömbäck whose exhibition will begin 21 January  2016 and 
will be followed by Théo Mercier, Roger Herman and Brian 
Rochefort, demonstrating that Lefebvre & Fils Gallery  is 
opening a new chapter and that the story continues.
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Biography
Education

2005 MA Ceramics and Glass, Royal College of Art, London
2003 BA Ceramics, Central St Martins College of Art and Design, London
Exhibitions
2015 Le Musée imaginaire, Galerie Lefebvre et Fils, Paris
2014 Le Show des Amis, Show Room, New York
2014 Drawn, P339 GALLERY, New York
2013 Summer Ceylon, Show Room, New York
2012 Landscape Story, Gallery 1205, New York
2009 ((5)), Art 101, New York,
2009 Summer Sculpture Show, Art 101, New York
2007 Vendor Direct, Art 101, New York
2005 Swedish Style in Tokyo, The Annex, Tokyo
2005 Heals Discovers, Heals, London
2005 InnovationRCA, Gulbenkian Gallery, Royal College of Art, London
2005 Joint show, The Hockney Gallery, London
2004 Urban Space, Saatchi and Saatchi, London
2003 Cellar Door, 491 Gallery, London
2003 Setting Out, Contemporary Ceramics Gallery, London
Curatorial projects
2013 To Paint With Fire, Gallery 1205, New York
2013 Crawling Through Clay, Gallery 1205, New York
Publications
2005 “Heals Discovers” Catalogue
2005 Elle Decoration n.158 October “Heals Gets Hot” p. 36
2004 Ceramic Review n.205 Jan/Feb “Setting Out”
Awards
2006 Short listed for Bloomberg New Contemporaries
2004 Sir Eduardo Paolozzi Travel award
Presse
- ParisArt - January 2016: Ulrika Strömbäck - "In Side Out"
http://www.paris-art.com/exposition-art-contemporain/in-side-out/ulrika-stromback/18319.html

- AnOther Mag - November 2015: "Shapping the Future: Ten Marvellous Moder Ceramists"
www.anothermag.com/design-living/8061/shaping-the-future-ten-marvellous-modern-ceramicists

- Wall Street International - June 2015: "Le Musée Imaginaire"
www.wsimag.com/fr/art/16431-le-musee-imaginaire
- Artnews - June 2014:"10 Cool Trends in Contemporary Ceramic Art"
www.artnews.com/2014/06/09/10-cool-trends-contemporary-ceramic-art/

- Wall Street International - January 2016: Ulrika Strömbäck. In Side Out
http://wsimag.com/art/19235-ulrika-stromback-in-side-out
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Images for Press
Ulrika Strömbäck: "In Side Out"

1 - "LA FLEUR DE 
NOVEMBRE"  (2016)

2 - "BLUE BLOOM OF 
PLUMS" (2016)

3 - "LA FLEUR DES 
JOURS COURTS" (2016)

4 -  "LA FLEUR DE MADAME 
DE POMPADOUR" (2016)

5 - "LA FLEUR DES NUITS 
BLANCHES" (2016)

6 - "STRIPPED TO THEIR 
BONES" (2016)

7 - "UNTIL YOU SEE THE 
WORLD UPSIDE DOWN" (2016)

8 - "OUT OF THE BODY, AND 
INTO THE MOUNTAIN" (2016)

9 - "GARDENING AT 
NIGHT" (2016)

Photos Credits:  ©Pierre-Yves-Duval
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Images for Press
Ulrika Strömbäck: "In Side Out"

10 - "CE PARFUM" (2016) 11 - "WATER HAS NO 
DARKNESS" (2016)

12 - "WHEN THE NOONDAY 
SUN  PENETRATES" (2016)

13 - "THE EARTH FINDS IT'S 
OWN LEVEL" (2016)

14 - "NO LOOSE ENDS FOR 
THE WIND" (2016)

15 - "DEPTH NOT 
WIDTH" (2016)

SN - "FOR GOING OUT, I FOUND, WAS REALLY GOING IN" (2016)
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